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Appendix A-2: Contact with residents 
in October 2020 

A-2.1 Overview 

Following the public launch of the Scheme, the Applicant wrote directly to 36 addresses in 
the immediate vicinity of the site to offering to meet to discuss the Scheme on 19 October 
2020. 

Residents of properties immediately adjacent to the site being considered by the Applicant at 
that time were offered an individual meeting. A list of addresses contacted and the letter sent 
to them by the Applicant is provided in A-2.2 below. 

The Applicant also invited residents of properties close but not adjacent to the site being 
considered by the Applicant at that time. A list of addresses contacted and the letter sent to 
them by the Applicant is provided in A-2.2 below. 

The Applicant met with the residents of 13 properties as a result. The purpose of these 
meetings was to introduce the Scheme and begin to understand potential impacts from 
development on properties close to the site. 

A-2.2 Letter 1  

Addresses contacted 

 

• Noake’s Lane, Little Waltham, Chelmsford, CM3 3NG 

• White Oaks, Terling, Chelmsford, Braintree, Essex, CM3 2RA 

• Hankins Farm, Terling, Chelmsford, Braintree, Essex CM3 2RA 

• Bird’s Farm, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3NE 

• Bird’s Farm Cottage, Bird’s Farm Lane, Boreham, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3NE 

• Noake’s Barn, Noakes Lane, Little Waltham, Chelmsford CM3 3NG 

• Noake’s Farm, Noakes Lane, Little Waltham, Chelmsford CM3 3NG 

• Noake’s House,  Noakes Lane, Little Waltham, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3NG 

• Scarlett’s Farm, Scarletts Farmhouse, Sparrows Farm Road, Terling, Braintree, 
Essex CM3 2QZ 

• Whitehouse Farm, Boreham Road, Great Leighs, Chelmsford CM3 3NF 

• Headlands, Terling Road Little Waltham, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3NE 

• Hedgerow Cottage, Noakes Lane, Great Leighs, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3NG 

• Sparrow’s Farm, Terling, Chelmsford, Braintree, Essex CM3 2QY 

• Leyland’s Farm, Terling, Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 2QY 

• Rolls Farm, Sparrow’s Farm Road, Terling, Chelmsford, Braintree, Essex CM3 2RA 

• Stock’s Farm Cottage, Waltham Rd, Boreham, Chelmsford CM3 3BA 

• Buftons, Brentwood Rd, Herongate CM13 3PN 

• Lyons Hall Farm, Bocking, Braintree, Essex, CM7 9FH 

• Russell Green House, Russell Green, Boreham, Chelmsford CM3 3BD 
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• Kenwood House, 213 New London Road, Chelmsford CM2 0AJ 

Copy of letter 
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A-2.3 Letter 2 

Addresses contacted 

 

• The Willows, Boreham, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 

• Beggars Hall, Terling, Chelmsford CM3 2RA 

• Russell Green Cottages, Boreham, Chelmsford CM3 3BB 

• Brent Hall Lodge, Waltham Rd, Boreham, Chelmsford CM3 3BA 

• The Thatched Cottage, Braintree Road, Terling, Chelmsford CM3 2AX 

• Hunters Moon, Waltham Rd, Boreham, Chelmsford CM3 3AY 

• White Gates, Main Road, Little Waltham, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3PA 

• Catkins, Waltham Road, Boreham, Chelmsford CM3 3AY 

• Field End, Station Approach, North Fambridge, Chelmsford, Maldon, Essex, CM3 
6NE 

• Lawns, Waltham Road, Boreham, Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 3AX 

• The Owls Hill Tearooom, Owl's Hill, Terling, Chelmsford CM3 2PW 

• Brick House Farm, Boreham, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3HU 

• Wallace’s Lane Cottage, Boreham, Chelmsford CM3 3AU 

• Wallace’s Farm Cottage, Wallace Lane, Boreham, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3AU 

• Toppinghoe Hall, London Road, Hatfield Peverel, Chelmsford CM3 2EX 

• Ridley Hall, Braintree Road, Terling, Chelmsford CM3 2AX 
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Copy of letter 

 
  



Longfield Solar Farm 
Consultation Report 
Appendices A-1 to A-4  

 

 
Application Document Ref: EN010118/5.2 
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010118  Page 7 
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A-3.1 Press advert 
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A-3.2 Consultation booklet 
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A-3.3 Consultation letter 
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A-3.4 Press release 
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A-3.5 Consultation questionnaire 
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A-3.7 Screenshot from virtual exhibition 
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Appendix A-4: Responses to non-
statutory consultation 

A-4.1 Anglian Water 

 

  

  

 

 Anglian Water Services Ltd 

 Lancaster House 

 Lancaster Way 

 Ermine Business Park 

 Huntingdon 

 PE29 6XU 

 

 Tel 01480 323000 

www.anglianwater.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

 

 

14 December 2020 

 

 

Registered Office 
Anglian Water Services Ltd 
Lancaster House, Lancaster Way,  
Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, 

Cambridgeshire. PE29 6XU 
Registered in England 
No. 2366656.  

 

an AWG Company 

 

 

 

 
 
Longfield Solar Energy Limited 
[Sent by e-mail to: info@longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk] 
 

 
 

 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

 
Longfield Solar Farm: Non-statutory Consultation 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above project. Anglian Water is the 
water and/or sewerage undertaker for the site. The following response is submitted on 
behalf of Anglian Water. 

 

General comments 
 

The proposed site straddles the statutory water and sewerage boundaries for the area 

served by Anglian Water. With part of the site being within the area served by Essex 

and Suffolk Water for water services. The following comments relate to the Anglian 

Water company area only. 
 

Anglian Water would wish to assist Longfield Solar Energy Ltd in relation to the location 

of our existing water supply and sewerage infrastructure and how this could be 

safeguarded or relocated if required so that we can continue to serve our customers.   

 

The location of our existing infrastructure and assets (including both underground 
infrastructure and aboveground assets such as pumping stations and water recycling 

centres) is available on request to view at the following address from digdat Utilities: 

 

 
 
Solar Energy generation element 

 

Based upon the information provided the proposed solar development does not appear 
to affect Anglian Water’s existing infrastructure. However, we would wish to reserve the 

right to comment further as part of future consultations particularly where any changes 

are made to the location of the solar development. 
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Cable routes and grid connection 

 

The alignment of the proposed powerline which runs parallel to the A12 has yet to be 
determined and the full extent towards Chelmsford and Hatfield Peverel is not shown in 

the current consultation. It could potentially affect Anglian Water’s existing water supply 

and sewerage infrastructure dependent upon its location. 

 

Information relevant to the scheme and/or local environment which you think we 
should take into account 

 

Reference is made to construction compounds, access tracks and welfare facilities.  

 

At this stage it is unclear whether there is a requirement for a connection(s) to the water 

supply network and/or public sewerage network for the above site or as part of the 
construction phase. 

 

Anglian Water has a pre-planning service which can be used to identify feasible water 

and drainage solutions for applicants, and which can used to identify the expected costs 

of making a connection(s). Further details of this service can be found at the following 
address:  
 

/ 

 
If a connection is required we would recommend that Longfield Solar Energy Ltd obtains 
pre-planning advice from Anglian Water to inform the application to be submitted to 

the Planning Inspectorate. 

 
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) 

 

We note that a Preliminary Environmental Information Report for the project will be 
published with statutory consultation. Anglian Water has previously provided comments 

to the Planning Inspectorate in relation to the scope of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment of the above project. This response should be read together with our 

previous comments relating to the EIA Scoping Report. 

 

Protective Provisions for Anglian Water 
 

Anglian Water seeks the inclusion of our standard protective provisions in Draft DCOs 

where our existing infrastructure is located within the site boundary to ensure we can 

continue to operate our infrastructure on behalf of our customers. 

 
Please find attached a copy of our standard protective provisions. We would wish to 

reach agreement about the wording for Anglian water to be included in the Draft DCO 

including the protective provisions prior to submission of the application. If you would 

like to suggest any changes or additions to these provisions, we would be grateful if 

these could be shared with Anglian Water for comment. 
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Draft DCO wording 

 
The Model Provisions for inclusion in Draft DCOs1 included standard wording relating to 

foul and surface water drainage. 

 

We would ask that any provisions relating to the discharge of water to the sewerage 

network to be included in the Draft DCO include reference to consultation with Anglian 
Water prior to the approval of the requirement(s) by the relevant local planning 

authorities. 

 

Should you have any queries or require any further information from Anglian Water to 

assist in the development of this project please let me know. 

 
Yours sincerely  

Stewart Patience  

Spatial Planning Manager, MRTPI 

 

 
  

 
1 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/2265/contents/made 
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APPENDIX: STANDARD PROTECTIVE PROVISIONS FOR ANGLIAN WATER 
 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANGLIAN WATER   
  
(1) For the protection of Anglian Water, the following provisions shall, unless otherwise agreed 
in writing between the undertaker and Anglian Water, have effect.   
  
(2) In this part of this schedule –   
  
“apparatus” means any works, mains, pipes or other apparatus belonging to or maintained by 
Anglian Water for the purposes of water supply and sewerage and   
  
(a) any drain or works vested in Anglian Water under The Water Industry Act 1991,   
  
(b) any sewer which is so vested or is the subject of a notice of intention to adopt given under 
section 102 (4) of The Water Industry Act 1991 or an agreement to adopt made under section 
104 of that Act,   
  
and includes a sludge main, disposal main or sewer outfall and any manholes, ventilating shafts, 
pumps or other accessories forming part of any sewer, drain, or works (within the meaning of 
section 219 of that Act) and any structure in which apparatus is or is to be lodged or which gives 
or will give access to apparatus.   
  
“alternative apparatus” means alternative apparatus adequate to enable Anglian Water to fulfil 
its statutory functions in not less efficient a manner than previously;   
  
“functions” includes powers and duties   
  
“in” in a context referring to apparatus or alternative apparatus in land includes a reference to 
apparatus or alternative apparatus under, over or upon land; and   
  
“plan” includes sections, drawings, specifications and method statements.   
  
(3) The Company shall not interfere with, build over or near to any Apparatus within the Order 
Land or execute the placing, installation, bedding, packing, removal, connection or 
disconnection of any apparatus, or execute any filling around the apparatus (where the 
apparatus is laid in a trench) within the standard protection strips which are the strips of land 
falling the following distances to either side of the medial line of any relevant pipe or 

apparatus;2.25metres where the diameter of the pipe is less than 150 milimetres,3 
metres where the diameter of the pipe is between 150 and 450 millimetres,4.5 metres 
where the diameter of the pipe is between 450 and 750 millimetres and 6 metres where 
the diameter of the pipe exceeds 750 millimetres unless otherwise agreed in writing with 
Anglian Water, such agreement not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed, and such provision 
being brought to the attention of any agent or contractor responsible for carrying out any work 
on behalf of the Company.   
  
(4) The alteration, extension, removal or re-location of any apparatus shall not be implemented 
until   
  

(a) any requirement for any permits under the Environmental Permitting Regulations 
2010 or other legislations and any other associated consents are obtained, and any 
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RESPONSE TO THE NON STATUTORY CONSULTATION 

 

1. THE PROPOSED SITE 

 

Boreham Parish Council (BPC) would like to understand the basis for selecting this site for the 

largest solar farm in the UK to date. The site, which is of an irregular shape, largely comprises good 

quality agricultural land organised in medium/large sized fields used for growing crops including oil 

seed rape, potatoes, cereals and field beans. The loss of land to food production may have a larger 

impact as we leave the EU. There is little detail regarding how the site will be used, the location and 

design of key elements and the amount and type of construction proposed. It is clear that whatever 

the design, the installation will be extensive and the site does not appear to be an obvious choice 

for such a large and industrialised solar farm.  

 

The site is characterised by open views across the fields, interspersed with woodland and crossed in 

many places by public footpaths and other public rights of way. Waltham/Boreham Road currently 

passes through views of open fields or with sight of fields through or above existing hedgerows. 

Many of the footpaths and bridle paths within the designated site also pass through open fields. 

These footpaths and bridle paths are heavily used by locals and visitors and there will be significant 

loss of amenity during installation and potentially beyond. BPC would like additional details 

regarding how the developer proposes to maintain public access to these rights of way throughout 

the construction process and during operation.  

 

BPC also notes that the maps shown in the various documents prepared to present the Longfield 

Solar Farm proposal do not accurately portray recent changes to the location of footpaths east of 

Waltham Road in Boreham. 

 

The EIA Scope and other documentation for Longfield Solar Farm recognises that the development 

will fundamentally alter a key landscape characteristic (the arable farmland) and effectively 

transform it into a more urban landscape. The mitigation for this is to obscure the view of solar 

farm from the public rights of way and from dwellings adjacent to the site. High hedgerows (2.5 to 

3m) are proposed to block views of the solar panels and larger elements such as battery storage, a 

substations and CCTV monitoring towers (c 5m). However, it is likely to take more than 5 years to 

develop a hedgerow system which will form an effective screen and even if this was accomplished 

the general effect would be to close in many footpaths which have previously enjoyed wider views 

over open fields.  
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2. TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION 

Two proposed access points to the proposed site are both on Waltham/Boreham Road. The 
proposal is that the main construction and decommissioning access to the Site will be via road at 
junction 19 (A130 and B1137) of the A12. It is proposed that any abnormal loads would use these 
main access points. The anticipated worst-case construction traffic mentioned is 42 HGVs and an 
unspecified number of additional LGV movements per day for 2-3 years (Q1 2024 to Q1 2026). 
These estimates are based on an east west configuration of panels. No estimates are provided for 
different designs on the level of site traffic. 
 
The route from junction 19 of the A12 will take traffic through Boreham village on Main Road and 
then up Waltham Road to the site. The report outlines the traffic anticipated for Longfield but fails 
to adequately consider the impact during the same period of the widening of the A12 and 
reconfiguration of the Boreham Interchange for the Chelmsford North East By Pass. These will 
almost certainly result in additional traffic through Boreham and onto Waltham Road with a high 
risk of congestion delays. There will be an accompanying increased risk to other road users.  
 
The other route to the site from Essex Regiment Way via Wheelers Hill and Cranham Road is totally 
unsuitable for abnormal loads and HGVs. It is a country lane which is narrow in places. The report 
mentions a possibility of widening some country roads if required. This may be impractical. The EIA 
Scope document also fails to acknowledge the impact of construction of the Marriages flour mill on 
Cranham Road. It should also be noted that Essex Police have a facility in Waltham Road. 

 
The total impact of all anticipated road use during the period between Q1 2024 to Q1 2026, with 
particular focus on 2024 as the likely peak year for construction activity, needs to be fully 
investigated and the associated risks assessed.  
 
BPC notes that during public presentations on Longfield it was indicated that road traffic would be 
minimised by constructing access roads within the site. However, the EIA Scope document 
contradicts this by proposing to use the network of minor roads around the site for some deliveries 
in order to reduce the need to construct internal access roads. 
 

3. THE ENVIRONMENT AND BIODIVERSITY 

 

There is very little detail in any of the documentation regarding how proposed increases in 

biodiversity will be measured or achieved. There are elements of the proposed outline design and 

approach which may be detrimental to local flora and fauna. BPC acknowledges that agricultural 

land benefits from periods of resting fallow and that this may result in the re-establishment of 
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wildflower meadows which benefit invertebrates but there are other elements of the scheme 

which are likely to be detrimental and the impact of these needs to be assessed.  

A 3m high perimeter fence around the operational areas of the site would have an adverse effect 

on access for wildlife, particularly deer which roam freely over this part of the proposed site. 

Depending on the design of these fences they may also restrict other species such as brown hares. 

More information is required to determine the impact of construction activity and of the solar farm 

itself on the birds and animals currently resident year round on the site and on seasonal visitors 

such as migrating geese and other waterfowl, cuckoos etc. Furthermore, there is a risk that glint, 

glare and noise from the installation and site lighting may also disrupt the activities of wildlife 

including bats and owls. 

BPC would be interested in seeing the Biodiversity Management Plan in order to understand the 

overall impact of the site.  

4. LOCAL BENEFIT 

 

The opportunity for local benefit from Longfield Solar Farm appears limited based on what has 

been presented. The construction of the site will probably require specialist teams from outside the 

area and BPC does not anticipate any long term employment opportunities at the site for local 

residents. It appears more likely that many existing jobs linked to farming this land will fall away. 

BPC looks forward to reviewing the expected employment analysis. In addition, most of the 

infrastructure at the site is specialised and will be imported from overseas so there appears to be 

limited opportunity for local businesses. BPC would welcome information regarding the likely local 

benefits of Longfield. 

 

5. RISK 

 

The risks associated with the proposal need to be assessed when the design is more fully 

developed. Consideration also needs to be given to the timing and approach to decommissioning 

the site at the end of its life (2065). BPC trusts these elements will be developed further in 

preparation for the next consultation phase. 

 

Battery storage: There are known fire risks associated with battery storage and most particularly 

with lithium ion battery technology.  
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Biodiversity: There is a risk of disruption of the local biome and the potential for reduction in 

biodiversity rather than an increase as proposed. The reports also recognise the risk of introduction 

of non-native species. 

 

Traffic disruption causing accident or delay: Approved developments in the Boreham area are 

already expected to greatly increase traffic levels on roads proposed for use by Longfield and at 

times of peak activity. This poses a potential risk of injury to road users and of project delays. There 

are no facilities for HGV parking in the area or for staging deliveries which may increase the risk of 

traffic congestion.  

 

Glint and glare: The impact of glint and glare is given low priority in documents provided. Glint and 

glare may impact users of public rights of way, road users and may impact wildlife. There are 

anecdotal reports of migrating waterfowl striking panels in solar fields, mistaking them for water, 

although BPC is unaware of any specific evidence for this. 

 

Noise: The EIA Scope document accepts that there will be additional noise associated with the 

development. The location for siting key elements of infrastructure and whether battery storage is 

used overnight will determine the impact on those residences close to the site boundary. 

 

Flooding: The site has a high water table and once the design of the site is known, the impact of any 

hard standings or site roadways on flood risk will need to be assessed. 

Planning Blight: BPC notes that, depending on the detailed site design, there is a risk of negative 

impact on adjacent residential and other properties (planning blight). This will be more severe for 

properties located in the proximity of battery storage and substation infrastructure. Use of the 

existing Bulls Lodge substation location may partially mitigate this risk as the land is already a 

brownfield site designated for this purpose.  

 

All risks will need to be assessed and mitigated where possible.  

 

6. CONCLUSION 

 

BPC recognises that this non statutory consultation is the initial stage of the planning process. As a 

result, the information provided in the Longfield Solar Farm publications lacks detail regarding the 

final design of the site and location of key infrastructure elements, the technology to be used, 

impact assessments relating to traffic and environmental impacts, benefit to the local community 

(if any) and proposed increases in biodiversity. However, with regard to what has been presented 
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so far, BPC is unconvinced that the selected site is suitable for such an industrialised solar farm due 

to the scale and scope of the proposal.   

 

This type of development is better suited to brownfield sites or low grade agricultural land and it is 

difficult to foresee how the challenges outlined in points 1 to 5 above will be met. We are not able 

to ascertain how such a fundamental change to key landscape characteristics with the loss of 

amenity, loss of good quality agricultural land and potential disruption to the ecosystem over such 

a large area can be outweighed by the benefit of the solar power which may be generated. This 

may become clearer with additional detail in future stages of the consultation process. 
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A-4.4 Chelmsford City Council 
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A-4.5 Essex Area Ramblers 

 

Longfield Solar Farm – EIA Scoping Report October 2020 
 
Comments from Essex Area Ramblers 
 
The Proposal 
Longfield Solar Farm is a proposed new solar energy farm, co-located with 
battery storage. The proposals include grid infrastructure to connect Longfield 
Solar Farm to the National Grid.  The developer also needs to secure 
development consent for infrastructure needed for building and maintaining 
Longfield Solar Farm such as construction compounds and site offices. 
The scheme is located across a large area of farmland north east of 
Chelmsford and north of the A12 between Boreham and Hatfield Peverel.  
 
EIA Scoping Report 
The Scoping Report was published in October 2020 and the pre- application 
Consultation is open until 14th December 2020. 
The Scoping report accepts that there is potential for significant adverse 
landscape effects during both the construction phase and the operational 
phase. During construction there will be construction machinery and during 
the operational phase there will be the massing of solar panels. 
The decommissioning phase also has the potential to result in significant 
adverse visual effects due to the presence of machinery and general activity 
to remove the panels and associated structures. 

 
Impact on PRoWs 
The area involved is very large and the developer’s Scoping Report identifies 
16 PRoWs passing through the site or running adjacent to the Site boundary. 
It is obvious that the ambiance of these PROWs will be negatively affected by 
the construction and operation of this site, and measures should be taken to 
keep this to a minimum. 
 
It is not clear at this stage which ones will be impacted but the Scoping Report 
states that a ‘security fence will enclose the operational areas of the site’ and 
‘PRoWs may need to be either temporarily or permanently closed.’ 
 
NPPF paragraph 98 states that Planning policies and decisions should protect 
and enhance public rights of way and access, including taking opportunities to 
provide better facilities for users, for example by adding links to existing rights 
of way networks including National Trails. 
 
Therefore, it is not acceptable for any PRoW to be closed at any stage during 
the construction or the operational phase of the project. 
 
In the recent webinar, the developer stated that they would leave all PRoWs 
as they are and make them better connected where possible. This is 
encouraging but not sufficient to alleviate the Rambler’s concerns. 
 
A security fence will enclose the operational areas of the site.  The Scoping 
Report states that ‘the fence is likely to be a ‘deer fence’ or other mesh 
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security fencing approximately 2.5 – 3m in height. Pole mounted internal 
facing CCTV systems are also likely to be deployed around the perimeter of 
the operational areas of the Site.’   
 
This will clearly have a serious detrimental impact on the attractiveness and 
tranquillity of using the PRoWs. It is essential that sufficient width and 
mitigation measures, such as hedges, are implemented along the ProWs to 
ensure that users do not feel hemmed in by the fences and CCTV systems. 
Any significant viewing points should be maintained.  
 
Conclusions 
 

• The development should conform to NPPF paragraph 98 at all stages. 
 

• Existing PRoWs, or acceptable alternatives, should remain open at all 
times. 
 

• The ambiance of these PRoWs will be negatively affected by the 
construction and operation of this site, and measures should be taken 
to keep this to a minimum. 

 

• It is essential that sufficient width and mitigation measures are 
implemented along the ProWs to ensure that users do not feel 
hemmed in by the fences and CCTV systems. 
 

• Significant viewing points should be maintained. 
 
 
Graham Reeve 
Area Walking Environment Officer 
Essex Area Ramblers 
 
12th December 2020 
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A-4.6 Essex Local Access Forum 
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Essex Local Access Forum (ELAF) response  page 2 

ELAF request that the site adjacent to Toppinghoehall Wood, which is in close proximity to Terling 
public footpath 32 (PROW 113_32) is removed as a possible location for the solar & battery storage 
infrastructure / new sub-station compound.  This compound is stated as having an approximate built 
footprint of up to 150m x 100m x up to 10m high (2.2.42) and so would be extremely visible both 
visually and aurally.  The Bulls Lodge substation or another site near the A12 would be less disruptive. 

The EIA report (13.4.5) states that there will be temporary or permanent diversion or closure of 
PROWs.  Paragraph 10.7.4 specifically states that… "PRoW which cross the site boundary will be 
temporarily closed and therefore recreational receptors along these routes will not be assessed for the 
construction phase".  The closure of PROWs without the provision of suitable and convenient 
alternatives is NOT acceptable and is against ECC policies.   

The PROWs within, across and adjacent to the site boundary and the fields of solar panels will of course 
be negatively affected by the presence of solar panels and fencing.  During a webinar it was stated 
that the PROWs will be enclosed within a 2 metre high thin wire mesh deer-type fence with a width 
of 2.5-3.0 metres being left for a PROW.  This enclosure will have a particularly severe visual and 
enclosing effect on PROWs that currently run across open fields;  there will also be the negative effect 
of walking between banks of solar panels up to 3.6metres high.  However, there are relatively few 
crossfield PROWs within the site.  ELAF believe that there is the potential for mitigation / diversion 
/ link schemes and request an involvement in the development of such schemes. 

There are potential negative effects on wildlife of fencing and the potentially disrupting effect of glint 
and glare from the solar panels. 
 
 

3. The road network, access traffic and walkers, cyclists & horseriders (WCH) 

The EIA scoping report states that (13.4.2) access for heavy construction traffic to the main site 
entrance on Waltham Road/ Boreham Road, just south of Stocks Farm, would be either via: 

a) A12 to J19 Boreham, then along the old A12 /B1137 to turn north along Waltham Road  OR 
b) A130 Essex Regiment Way, then east on Wheelers Hill then Cranham Road finally turning south 

down Waltham Road. 

It is noted that Waltham Road & Boreham Road.... "are rural single carriageway roads… and, 
commensurate with their rural character, without pedestrian footway or street lighting provision."  The 
roads have no central white line in places.  Whilst the local roads may be quiet, they are narrow 
especially the east-west route of Birds Farm Lane / Noakes Lane / Noakes Farm Road.  Although there 
are no public bridleways inside the site boundary, an East Anglian Farm Rides route south of 
Chopping's Wood connects to Boreham Road near Noakes Lane.   Measures to increase the safety of 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders using these road will be welcome.   

Several PROWs terminate on Waltham Road - Boreham FPs 17, 20, 19, 18, 21 and 5 (Parish Code 213).  
Connections are made by walking along the carriageway of Waltham Road.  ELAF request the 
development of and an involvement in off-road mitigation / diversion / link schemes.  
 
 

4. Essex Local Access Forum (ELAF) and scheme development 

We ask that that ELAF are kept informed of developments.  Should the scheme proceed we look 
forward to working with yourselves to develop opportunities to mitigate the negative visual effects of 
fields of solar panels with potential new links / alternative routes. 

 
Katherine Evans 
Chairman - Essex Local Access Forum (ELAF) 
Email: chairman.essexlaf@gmail.com 
(also email: ELAF@essexhighways.org) 
14 December 2020 
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A-4.7 Hatfield Peverel Parish Council 

Hatfield Peverel Parish Council welcomes this opportunity to comment on the proposed Longfield 
Solar Farm. 
 

1. Do you have any comments on our initial proposals for: 
 
(a) The solar energy generation element of the scheme? 
 
This is a massive infrastructure project involving the construction and installation of large 
engineering structures. There is scant information about the size and visual aspect of the 
engineering works. The positioning of the structures on the proposed site has yet to be provided. 
The lack of detailed information concerns the: 
 

(i) Height and size of the solar panels which contributes to their visual impact 
(ii) Massing of the solar panels which also contributes to their visual impact  
(iii) Extent, height, and visual impact of the battery storage installations 
(iv) Extent, height and visual impact of the switch gear housing and other ancillary 

equipment  
(v) Extent, height, and visual impact of security fencing. There is no indication which 

buildings and installations are to be surrounded by high metal industrial security fences 
and gates or where they will be located   

(vi) Quantity of industrial and security lighting, its visibility from roads and nearby 
settlements and light pollution generated 

(vii) Percentage of the site that might be under panels 
(viii) Quantity of noise generated.  

 
Since none of this basic information has been supplied, the Parish Council can neither fully assess 
the impact of the scheme nor make fully reasoned responses/feedback.  Whilst it is appreciated 
that this questionnaire comprises the first round of consultation, the paucity of information renders 
this process fundamentally flawed. The consultation and the conclusions that the 
applicant/proposer arrives at - can only be as good as the quality and amount of information that it 
supplies. That same information is insufficient.  
 
Subject to that, see the response to Question 6 below for comment on the solar energy generation 
as a component of the proposals as a whole. 
 
(b) The battery storage element of the scheme? 
 
See the response to Question 1(a) above relating to the lack of information provided and as a result 
the inability to provide meaningful responses or draw substantive conclusions. 
 
The battery storage element when combined with sub-station equipment could be particularly 
intrusive in a rural setting. The information provided does not detail the size, height and visual 
impact of these units. And it does not explore how many units are planned.  The drawing on page 8 
of the consultation booklet is particularly misleading. It shows the battery storage as being half the 
height and very much smaller than the representation of the solar panels, a sub-station or the 
fencing. It is understood that these will be much larger than the panels and fencing and probably 
bigger than the switchgear housing. 
 
See the response to Question 1(c) below in relation to the possible siting of battery storage in the 
Fuller Street area – the comments relating to the cabling apply equally to the installation of battery 
storage in that area. 
 
The information states that the battery storage units are safe as they are protected by cooling 
systems and the danger of fire is negligible. It is noted that similar units in use have been in place 
for a very limited time compared to the anticipated lifespan of this project. It is worrying that no 
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information is provided on action expected to contain any fire or explosion that might occur or the 
effect in terms of a possible pollution incident arising from any such event. 
 
Subject to that, see the response to Question 6 below for comment on the battery storage as a 
component of the proposals as a whole. 
 
(c) The cable routes and grid connection? 
 
See 1(a) above relating to the lack of information and as a result the inability to provide meaningful 
responses or draw substantive conclusions. 
 
Information provided is not clear as per the applicant/proposer’s intentions in relation to the 
cabling and its specifications. A critical question needs to be addressed:  
Are the cables to be underground or overhead? 
 
This is not a credible position. Cabling is a crucial part of this engineering project and the 
applicant/proposer must have determined what cabling will be required.  Perhaps this omission 
boils down to cost? Is the applicant/proposer willing to voluntarily spend money to minimize the 
visual and environmental detriment of this project? 
 
The suggested positioning of battery storage in the Fuller Street area would be entirely 
inappropriate.  It would be difficult to access and would have a major environmental impact 
including a road and bridge across the Ter. This would extend the site unnecessarily into un-spoilt 
countryside to the north and leave the battery storage exposed.   
 
If the battery were to be situated in the middle of the site instead of Fuller Street, it would be away 
from roads and public access. It would thereby minimize the detrimental effect on its visual 
amenity. It would be a more secure location for potentially hazardous installations and mitigate the 
danger posed by them to the public. 
 
If the battery storage is placed in the Fuller Street position as indicated on the plan, the attendant 
cabling connections would have to cross the River Ter and ‘The Essex Way’. This would negatively 
impact an important walking route and would be rendered objectionable to countryside walkers.  
Subject to that, see the response to Question 6 below for comment on the cabling as a component 
of the proposals as a whole. 
 
(d) The construction and operation of Longfield Solar Farm? 
 
See the response to Question 1(b) above relating to the lack of information and as a result the 
inability to provide meaningful responses or draw substantive conclusions. Among the issues that 
are not feasible to assess at present are the: 
 

(i) Light pollution from industrial lighting  
(ii) Noise and low frequency hum and vibration from the operation of the equipment  
(iii) Danger of explosion of lithium batteries  
(iv) General effects on health of the equipment and its operation. 

 
There is no doubt that the construction will be disruptive. This is compounded by the fact that no 
real indication of how this upheaval and the effect of ongoing operations can be minimized by the 
final agreed location of the PVs, battery storage, substations and ancillary features. 
 
Subject to that, see the response to Question 6 below for comment on the proposals as a whole.  
 

2. Are there any local environmental enhancements you feel could be included as part of 
the scheme? 

 
This is a most aesthetically pleasing and un-spoilt piece of countryside. It has been traditionally 
farmed for hundreds of years.  As the site stands, it does not require any enhancement. 
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The solar farm would blight the landscape and any adjustments made to the proposed scheme 
would not begin to mitigate the resultant environmental damage. 
 
In order to give a meaningful answer to this question, results from the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) need to be known. It would be helpful to be notified as to whom -what body or 
institution - would be carrying out this exercise to confirm objectivity and impartiality. 
 

3. Do you have any comments on how the scheme could contribute to local employment 
and skills development? 

 
The construction phase will no doubt be carried out by major national civil and electrical 
engineering contractors. They will import the skilled personnel required to carry out the work.  
There is insufficient skilled labour in Hatfield Peverel and Terling to contribute in any significant 
extent to the construction process which will in any event be temporary. 
In operation, solar farms are not labour intensive.  Maintenance of the major units such as switch 
gear etc. tends to comprise significant works carried out periodically and therefore suitably skilled 
labour will be imported from time-to-time to undertake it. The small number of people employed 
in this activity in Hatfield Peverel and Terling goes no way near to justify or outweigh the 
disadvantages of the scheme. 
 
Further information is needed to answer this question. The applicant/proposer should be able to 
provide information from similar projects but it is likely the contribution will be relatively small. 
 

4. Do you have any information relevant to the scheme and/or local environment which 
you think we should take into account? 

 
The area in question is a quiet and attractive part of rural Essex. It is a pocket of countryside that is 
much loved by walkers and cyclists. The solar farm would constitute an industrialisation of this 
piece of countryside and thereby blight the landscape.  
 
The land in question is also best and most versatile agricultural land. The resultant food production 
loss would be ill-advised on sustainability grounds. 
 
An email reply from Longfield Solar Farm has suggested the expectation is to generate 350MW. 
This would require over 1 million PV panels and an area of around 500 acres (208 ha). This 
calculation is based on an analysis of 5 existing or planned solar farms. 

 
See also the response to Question 6 below. 
 

5. Is there anything you would like to know more about the next round of consultation 
events? 

 
As per the above listing (i)-(viii) in response to question 1(a), a great deal of information will be 
required as to the extent, positioning, size, height, visual amenity, light pollution and noise in 
relation to the engineering components. It is imperative that the specifics of the solar panels, switch 
gear and other ancillary equipment - battery storage, cabling, security fencing and industrial 
lighting will be forthcoming. This pre-offering of data by the applicant/proposer is critical if the next 
round of consultation is to be useful or indeed credible as a consultation exercise.  
 
Information on the consultation procedures are clearly required and are awaited. They should be 
not merely in outline but adequately detailed. 
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6. Do you have any further comments? 
 
Insufficient information has been supplied by the applicant/proposer. As a result, the Parish Council 
are unable to provide meaningful responses or draw substantive conclusions. The Council can 
merely comment in general terms as to the selection of this site and the effect of the proposal on it.  
 
The generation of renewable energy is both noble and essential. Any major engineering project to 
generate it will come with disadvantages and involve compromise. A green energy solution 
however does not imply an unfettered license to carry out projects where the benefit delivered is 
outweighed by damage to the environment. It is a matter of balance and proportionality.  The 
Longfield Solar Farm project falls foul of this test because: 

 
(i) The site - and its environs - comprises Grade 2 agricultural land which is a finite 

resource. It is a resource that is in limited supply. The site is a tract of land that is 
essential to the maintenance of food security in a small island country with a large 
population. The appropriate location for solar panel farms is on industrial land or 
alongside ‘dead’ ground such as motorways. Panels attached to new build housing and 
industrial units can also make a significant contribution.  If the sacrifice of agricultural 
land is necessary and unavoidable, it certainly should not be agricultural land graded 1 
to 3. 

(ii) The site area has enormous visual amenity having been traditionally farmed for 
hundreds of years.  The imposition on this landscape of such imposing industrial 
installations - many surrounded by high security fencing and industrial lighting - would 
result in the total destruction of the landscape’s visual amenity. 

(iii) Power generation - green or otherwise - is an industrial use. It remains to be seen 
whether the battery storage component is classified as green energy. 

(iv) There are many more suitable sites for solar farms in Essex and the South East of 
England. It appears that no other sites are under consideration and evaluation.  Instead 
of that, it seems that the only reasons for this particular site being considered is 
because the grid runs through it and it is being supported by a willing land-owner. 
These reasons are not sufficient to outweigh the significant disadvantages of the 
scheme in this location or the failure to seek alternative, more suitable sites. 

(v) No consideration appears to have been given to the effect of changes in technology in 
a quickly evolving environment over the lifespan of the project. This could result in 
further large-scale rounds of disruption on the scale of the original construction as 
equipment is refurbished or replaced. 

(vi) Will associated infrastructure be removed on decommissioning and what exactly will 
they be i.e. access tracks, construction sites and so on? 

(vii)  The local roads which will be used for construction and ongoing maintenance are 
woefully inadequate for the purpose some being very narrow in places. Large vehicles 
trying to pass other traffic could cause serious degradation of the byways.    

 
In conclusion, Hatfield Peverel Parish Council believe it is ill-conceived to allocate this land to 
solar generation and energy storage. In this location the impact on the rural landscape 
setting and loss of agricultural land would be total devastation. The infrastructure of the site 
is wholly unsuitable during construction and operation phases. The disadvantages of the 
scheme in its proposed location far outweigh any purported benefits. The solar panel farm 
and battery storage should be sited elsewhere - in a more sustainable location.  
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A-4.8 Highways England 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Our ref:  Longfield Solar 
Your ref:   
 

 

Longfield Solar Farm consultation, 
FREEPOST  
reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY, 
Sky Light City Tower, 
50 Basinghall Street,  
London,  
EC2V 5DE 

Mark Norman 
Operations - East 
Woodlands 
Manton Lane 
Bedford MK41 7LW 
 
Direct Line:   
 
 
                    20 November 2020 
  
 

 
Dear Sir, 

 
 Longfield Solar Farm Consultation 
 

 I refer to your recent public consultation on proposals for a 500 MW solar farm, to 
the North East of Chelmsford. 
 
We note that the proposals are at an early stage and it is therefore difficult for you 
to fully inform us of the possible impacts of the proposal on the Strategic Road 
Network. 
 
We would like to work with you to understand and manage the interactions between 
the Solar Farm scheme and the A12 J19 to 25 Widening scheme as well as any 
impacts on the Strategic Road Network. 
 
You may be aware we have plans for widening of the A12 between J19 (Boreham) 
and J25 (Marks Tey). The Longfield Solar Farm project and the A12 widening 
project are likely to be under construction at the same time, this will require careful 
planning (e.g. construction traffic for the Solar Farm during the A12 widening works) 
and there may be opportunities to work together to save abortive costs. 
 
 
We will in due course expect to see a Transport Assessment (TA) setting out the 
impact of the proposal, not just in operation but also during construction and 
decommissioning at end of life. The TA should be carried out in accordance with 
Policy laid out in Department of Transport Circular 02/2013, WebTAG and 
Highways England’s protocol on dealing with planning applications. It is strongly 
advised that you speak to us before undertaking work as this has been shown to 
result in a smoother passage through the planning process. If transport mitigation 
on the strategic network  is needed then this should be discussed with Highways 
England to avoid abortive work or collude strategies. 
 
We will also need to know how and where any connecting cables will cross our 
network, there may be ways of accommodating cable crossings with the A12 
widening works, thereby saving disruption and costs for both parties and the 
travelling public. 
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We will also need to see a glint and glare report to ensure that users of the A12 are 
protected from undue distraction. 
 
We will also need to work collaboratively with the provision of Walkers Cyclists and 
Horse rider’s infrastructure and work towards a co funding strategy for third party 
benefits. 
 
When the time comes HE will need to work with Longfield Solar Farm to agree a 
Transport Plan and elements of the construction and environmental management 
plan. It will be necessary to develop a Statement of Common Grounds ahead of 
examination period for both projects and finally have discussions about the Draft 
DCOs for the projects.  
 
It would be useful in the near future  to have a transport workshop between the 
Solar Farm, A12 Scheme and Essex County Council Highways to understand and 
align strategies and DCOs timelines. 
 
We look forward to engaging with you to help successfully and smoothly deliver this 
project. 
 

 
Yours faithfully 

Mark Norman 
Planning  Manager 
Operations (East) 
Email: @Ihighwaysengland.co.uk 
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A-4.9 Little Waltham Parish Council 

Dear Douglas, 
 
Thank you for your email.  The issue has been considered by Little 
Waltham Parish Council who have the following concerns - 
 
 

1.  The sheer scale of the proposed Solar Farm is a concern particularly as it will 
take a substantial amount of valuable tier 2 agricultural land out of food 
production which is a concern when it is understood that there is a need for the 
UK to increase its food production rather than reduce the same. 
  

2. There is a concern about the impact upon traffic in the area particularly during 
the construction phase.  Residents who live in the vicinity of Cranham Road 
have expressed concerns that following the grant of planning permission for 
Marriage’s Mill there is already the prospect of a substantial number of heavy 
goods vehicles using that road and surrounding country roads and if the solar 
farm were to be located as proposed that would further increase not just traffic 
in the area but HGVs in particular and it should be noted that the roads in the 
area are not suitable for HGV traffic which will have a detrimental impact upon 
residents in that area of the Parish. 

 
 
We trust you can take these concerns into account. 
Regards 
Suzanne Walker 

Clerk to Little Waltham Parish Council 
 

clerk@littlewaltham.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 




